
1963 Lotus 29 – Dan Gurney test car 

 

 



 

This model depicts a test version of the car that Dan Gurney drove in the lead up to the 1963 
Indianapolis 500 race. This race was the debut of the Lotus mid-engine cars and was the beginning of 
the phasing out of front engine cars in open wheel racing.  Jimmy Clark placed 2nd in British green 
and yellow striped car number 92 and Dan Gurney placed 7th in white and blue striped car number 
93. 

The original AMT Lotus Powered by Ford kit has been released a number of times since its first 
iteration in the early 1960’s.  This model is based on an original release that was built at the time and 
then disassembled many years later, the paint stripped and re-built.  Note the original cost. 

 

The work on this model pre-dates the release of the Indycals upgrade kit which has correct resin nose 
and tires and vacuuformed windscreen,  However Indycals did provide the decals. 

 

 

 

 

Engine 

The test car was based on a Ford small block V-8, with double overhead cam heads, four Weber 
carbs in the center valley and “zoomie” type exhaust headers.   



 

The top and sides of the transaxle was missing a number of strengthening ribs.  Sheet styrene was 
glued in place and after drying the ribs were sanded down to the correct profile. 

 

The coolant pickups were spaced across the top of the heads.  These were scratchbuilt using sheet 
styrene, styrene rod and the main coolant pipe was made of solder.  This was all connected to the 
coolant collection tank located just behind the driver’s head.  Piping was then routed inside the 
cockpit to the radiator in the nose. 



 

New mounting brackets for the roll bar were also scratchbuilt. 

The kit carbs were topped off with flared tubing for the trumpets and micro aluminum tubing. 

The test car had a big box mounted behind and above the engine, assumed to be for telemetry.  It 
looked like a tool box that was converted for the purpose.  The box was scratchbuilt using sheet 
styrene and the support from styrene rod.  A support was they run down to the push bar mounted to 
the transmission. 

The “zoomie” headers were made by bending solder to shape, attaching to a styrene strip flange and 
then topping with thin walled aluminum tubing. 

Other engine details included electrical, fuel and throttle wiring and plumbing. 

  



Suspension 

 

In order to make the front steering poseable, a scratchbuilt tie rod replaced the kit version. 

The body mounting for the rear suspension trailing arms were cut off and glued to the body and the 
trailing arms themselves were replaced by styrene rod.  The rear uprights were modified to add brake 
caliper and trailing arm mounts. Most suspension ends were replaced with RBMotion rod ends and 
metal hex rivets. an anti-roll bar was made of metal wire and RB Motion shock absorbers added. 

 

 



Other details 

The kit oil tank, located in the nose, was replaced with a scratchbuilt version. 

A Scale Motorsports five point seat belt was added. 

The windscreen was fabricated from clear sheet acetate and attached to the body with metal rivets. 

The interior was airbrushed Tamiya TS haze gray.  The body was painted with Tamiya pure white and 
the stripes were masked and sprayed with a custom mix of blue to match the colour of the Indycals 
decal. 

 


