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Introduction: 
I wanted to do a collection theme in 2008 of a number of cars that ran in the 1978 Le 
Mans race, the 30 year anniversary.  The collection consists of five curbside Tamiya 
kits: 
 

• a Porsche 936 78 turbo (number 6, 2nd place) 
• a Porsche 936 turbo (number 7, 3rd place), with Studio 27 decals 
• a Porsche 935/78 (the “Moby Dick” car, number 43, 8th place) 
• a Renault Alpine A224B (number 2, 1st place) 
• a Renault Alpine A224A (number 4, 4th place) 

 
The last one was similar to the A224B car, but there were a number of differences.  The 
most obvious differences between this car and the number 2 Renault was the lack of a 
windshield/cockpit covering and red stripes on the front fenders.  I managed to get the 
Studio 27 decals for the conversion and thought it would be a straightforward ‘out of the 
box’ build with just different markings.  However, when I started looking at the 
references pictures of the two cars, I noticed a number of differences: 
 

• the top of the front fenders had no louvers  
• there were no venting holes in front of the side radiator inlets 
• the area beside and behind the top scoop was all smooth 
• there were five additional NACA scoops on the body 
• the rear wing supports did not have any air inlets (for brakes cooling) 
• the mirrors were mounted on the rollover bar and there was some extra 

bodywork wrapping around the mirrors. 
 

Frame/Bodywork: 
The bodywork could have been done with a good grade of two part epoxy, but I always 
try to minimize the amount of putty by using styrene as much as possible for the larger 
gaps.  This gives a consistent surface when sanding because it is all styrene.  It also 
minimizes the amount of ‘ghosting’ that can occur with some types of putty. 
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Figure 1 - Original body showing areas that will be modified 

 
The small vent holes were filled with pieces of 0.6 mm (0.025”) diameter styrene rod.  
These were placed into the holes, thin liquid cement applied and allowed to set up for a 
half minute or so and then they were pressed gently into place.  This allows the hole to 
be filled almost completely and reduces the spot putty and sanding to a minimum.   
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Figure 2 - Vent holes in front of side scoops 

 
The top of the front fenders were filled with piece of 1.5 mm (0.060”) half round styrene.  
Since this was a curved area, the pieces had to be held down until the glue had pretty 
well dried.    
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Figure 3 – Vents on top of fenders 

 
A razor saw was used to cut away most of the secondary rear scoop.  The slot was 
filled with 2.0 mm (0.080”) x 6.4 mm (0.250”) styrene strip.  The louvers were cut out of 
the two larger vents and the same styrene strip was used to fill in these slots as well as 
the small slots beside the scoop.   
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Figure 4 – Rear body vents filled in 

 
The rear wing mounts had the scoops cut off and then they were sanded to shape.  
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Figure 5 Before and after rear wing mounts. 

 
With the amount of time I had given to the project, I wasn’t able to do two modifications: 

- the mirrors were mounted directly as per the kit and the aerodynamic shrouds 
were not built 

- the extra NACA ducts were omitted.  I couldn’t find them on any of the 
reference photos I found and didn’t have an easy way to incorporate them. 

 
The seat was painted with Tamiya semi gloss black using an airbrush.  Dry brushing 
was done on the instrument panel to bring out the raised lettering of the gauges. 
 
The body was primed with white Tamiya primer and rough spots were corrected and 
then a final primer coat straight from the can.  The yellow paint was Testors acryl 
chrome yellow, shot through my airbrush.  The paint did not go on as smooth as I would 
like, but a lot of it would be covered up with decals.  
 
Some Tamiya flat red paint was lighted with white to try and match the colour of the red 
decals.  This was brush painted on the rear wing mounts and in the headlight cavities. 
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Figure 6 – Bodywork after first primer coat and some touch ups 



Renault A224A Conversion 

Copyright © Evan Jones 2008 
 

Page 9 of 10 

 
Figure 7 – Another shot of the body before painting 

 
The decals were next and the red stripes were very brittle, some breaking as they were 
removed from the backing and others when they were being persuaded to conform to 
the compound curves of the fenders.  I used at least three applications of MicroSol and 
one of Solvaset to get as many of the wrinkles out of the decals as I could.  The 
underside of the body was brush painted with flat black and the engine with flat 
aluminum. 
 
The headlights were replaced with MV lenses.  The original chrome headlight was 
mounted in my lathe chuck and then a ¼” drill bit was used to remove some material.  
The drill wasn’t put the whole way through, just enough to let the lens sit down flush with 
the chrome ring.  This gave a much better appearance than the original kit piece. 
 
After the headlight covers were mounted, small pieces of bare metal foil were used to 
simulate the headlight clips.  The aerial was made by wrapping some very thin craft wire 
around a #75 drill bit. 
 
Weathering was done with a light spray of Tamiya brown, followed by flat black and 
then some streaking done with black pastel. 
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